La Mare de Carteret Primary School

Where every child really mattews

Why is this school special?

The broad aims of the school as outlined in this brochure are those of

any forward-looking, responsible, purposeful school. So what extra
qualities can parents expect to find at La Mare?

« A staff dedicated to the full development of each child.

« Encouragement for all children to achieve their potential, and a little more.

« A recognition of the uniqueness of each child.

« An awareness of individual aptitudes, strengths and weaknesses and a
commitment to cater for these differences.

« The provision of new experiences to assist in moral, social, emotional and
cultural development of our children.

« A recognition of achievement in work, attitudes and behaviour.

« Opportunities for children to take up special responsibilities, take part in
extra-mural activities clubs, sports, plays, choirs, music groups and
assemblies.

« The chance to visit local places of special interest, museums, churches,
farms, towers, harbours, dolmens and many more.

« The chance to see musical and theatrical productions both by touring
groups at the school and at local theatres and concert halls.

. To see the school as a place where parents and teachers are in partnership,
where parents are always welcome and are given opportunities to assist the
staff in many different ways.

« To accept the school as an important place in the life of the community.

« An encouragement for children to feel a responsibility to those less
fortunate than themselves and to the local environment.
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The provision of a happy and
caring atmosphere where
children feel safe and
welcome.
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Our aims

At La Mare de Carteret Primary School we are totally committed to
providing a supportive and caring school in which every child matters.

In our school we aim to provide an environment where:-
o children grow and learn in a safe and secure atmosphere;
e children’s abilities are developed to the full;
e children develop their self-esteem;
o children’s academic and social achievements are celebrated and shared;
o children are valued as individuals and understand the need to value others in turn;
e children have access to a wide range of stimulating activities;
o children receive an appropriate, challenging and balanced curriculum;
e children enjoy their education and leave as optimists with enquiring minds, a willingness

to learn and are prepared to face the challenges of the future.

At La Mare de Carteret Primary School we value parents as partners and recognise the
school’s position within the island community.
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Our school

As a modern school we are lucky to have some of the best facilities in the island for
Primary children. Most of the classrooms are situated around large work areas, which
can be used for a variety of practical activities, from sand and water play to model
building, sewing and art work. There is an ICT suite in the upper Junior area and
numerous laptops stored in trollies for flexible use.

The spacious multi-purpose hall has recently been upgraded. It is used constantly for
assemblies, P.E. and dance, as well as being the venue for concerts, Parents’ meetings,
etc.

Our campus is unique in the island in that we are able to share some facilities with our
neighbouring High School. These include two heated outdoor swimming pools in the
summer and a large area of playing fields all the year round. In addition, we have large
tarmac play areas, a gazebo, a quiet area and three adventure playgrounds consisting of a
variety of climbing frames. There is also a grass area to play on and an area for sole use
of Year 5 and Year 6. We have picnic benches with various games affixed for the children
to play in the warmer weather. The Reception children have a quiet area set aside
especially for them and sheltered, shaded seating has been provided throughout the
grounds. Year 1 share a recently decked area with special flower beds and even an insect
hotel! All the play areas are supervised during break times.

The School Parochial Committee meets three times each year, and consists of two
members elected by Vale parishioners, three members elected by Castel parishioners and
one member from the Education Council. Current members are Mrs G. Tidd (Castel),
Mrs. R. Cook (Castel), Mr. D. de Lisle (Castel), Mr. W. Koller (Vale) and Mrs J. Guille
(Vale).

School hours
Morning session: 8.35am. - 11.50 a.m.

Afternoon session:  12.50 p.m. - 2.40 p.m. (KSI)
- 2.50 p.m. (KS2)

The school cannot be responsible for children who arrive on the premises too early, i.e.
more than 10 minutes before the bell, or for infants or toddlers who wait outside for
brothers or sisters until 2.50 p.m. The playground areas are not supervised until 8.25 a.m.
but teachers are on the premises if needed.

Children are not, therefore, permitted to use the playground
apparatus or play football before or after school hours.
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The school year
Regular activities associated with the school outside the curriculum.

September:

October:

November:

December:

January

February:

March:

April:

June:

July:

Football training on Mondays.
Cycling Proficiency lessons and tests for Year 5 children.

Harvest Festival and Sale — supporting nominated charities.
Recorder Club.

Evening social event run by P.T.A. — e.g. Quiz Night,
Family Party or Disco for the pupils.

Christmas Nativity Musicals, Concerts or Carol Services.
Parties for each Year Group, School Disco,
Christmas Raffle — fund raising for the P.T.A.

Wednesday Club (Pre-school Library) every Wednesday at 2.45 — 3.15 in Spring and
Summer terms. Brothers and sisters of pre-school children are welcome too.

Participation in the Guernsey Eisteddfod — Art, Music, Speech& Drama and creative
writing.
Wii Bowling.

Film Shows and other events — Fund-raising for the School Association.
Inter-school Football and Netball Tournaments.

English Speaking Board tests for Year 3 children.

Sports afternoons — Athletics.
Cricket Club — Mondays.
Maypole Starts.

Swimming House competitions.
Sponsored Swim Day (PTA).

School sports days — Infant and Junior.
Four-school athletics tournaments.
Year 5 French Trip.

Year 6 Sailing.

Fun activities — Fund raising activities to support two Indian children through Action
Aid.

Barbecue and Swim event run by P.T.A.

Year 6 Camp.

Maypole Dancing by Year 5&6 girls at La Viaer Marchi.

Year 6 Leavers’ Evening — presentation of books.

Final Assembly — presentation of Trophies to outstanding Year 6 pupils.

Although the above events have been fairly regular over recent years, they could well be changed from
time to time depending on circumstances and priorities of committees and the staff.

In order that you may plan ahead, a calendar of events is provided for you each term and displayed on
the school web-site.
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Looking forward to school

A child learns more in his/her first years of life than at any other time, and as
much of this period is spent at home, you can obviously do a great deal to help.
Here are a few suggestions on how you can prepare your child so that he/she
can fully benefit from the activities provided in school. Please help your child
to be as independent as possible.

Life in school will be far easier and more enjoyable if he or she can:

Dress and undress without help

Use the toilet independently

Take shoes off and put them on

Put on coat, hat and gloves independently
Play with other children

Share toys and take turns

Talk to adults

Carry out simple instructions

Tidy up toys and games

Accept winning and losing games.

Language

Language is a very important part of your child’s development and these suggestions may
help:-

Read to, and above all, talk with your child. When reading to your child, point to the
words and move from left to right.

Ask your child to guess what will happen next in the story.
Encourage him/her to ask questions and listen.

Play “I-Spy”.

Teach simple songs, nursery rhymes and counting rhymes.

Encourage your child to draw, paint, cut-out, stick and
make models and TALK about them.
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We follow the Ruth Miskin Synthetic Phonics Reading Programme.
If you feel your child is ready to read:-
Look at ABC alphabet books
Recognise their own name
Use labels around the house.
Write captions under pictures,
BUT PLEASE
Use lower case letters, not capitals except for the initial letter of their names.
Use the sounds of the letters (a,a,a,a, - apple)
Look on the website: www.ruthmiskinliteracy.com and use the powerpoint in the Parents’ letter
to listen to the correct sounds
Encourage your child to draw, colour in, paint and “write”. (see page 11)

MATHS is an important part of our school curriculum and you can help by following some of these
activities:-
Practise counting
when climbing stairs,
doing up buttons,
setting the table,
playing games like snakes and ladders and ludo.

Play dice and board games counting on (one square — one number).

Help to recognise numbers and look at number books.

Sort objects (buttons, farm animals etc.) according to colour, shape or size.

Talk about the position things are in. i.e. behind, above, in front of, outside, etc.

Compare sizes of toys — tall/short, big/small, etc.

Point out shapes such as circles, squares, triangles, rectangles.

Do simple jig-saw puzzles.

We use the multi-sensory system called Numicon to help children with their maths. We sell parent
packs for home use.



http://www.ruthmiskinliteracy.com/
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Children need to learn about their world and the living things in it. Some of these

activities should help children discover facts through play and by helping with everyday
things about the home:-

Cooking. Talk about the ingredients you are using.
What do they smell/feel like?
Look what happens when the ingredients are mixed
together/cooked.
Talk about safety in the kitchen.

In the garden.  Let your child grow something in the garden or in a pot,
showing that a plant needs water and light.

Talk about the soil.

The weather. Talk about the weather and the seasons. |Look at the sky and

the stars.

Sand. Let your child feel the difference between dry and wet sand.
Help them build with it, using containers of different shapes
and sizes.

Water play. Great fun, but messy! Let your child use different sizes and

shapes of bottles and cups. Find things that float and sink.

Hygiene. Help your child understand how and why we brush our teeth
and wash and bathe. How to use the toilet - flushing and
washing hands.

Pets. If you have a pet, help your child to learn how to look after it,
feeding, cleaning etc.

Wednesday Club

We hope that you and your child will come and visit us at our pre-school library which is
held on Wednesdays, January to July, throughout the term from 2.40 — 3.15 p.m.
reception teachers, along with the Teaching Assistants, welcome children from birth to

4 years and we have many carefully chosen books which you can borrow and enjoy with

your child. After selecting a book the children may play with some of our toys for a
short time.

This gives the children an opportunity to get to know their school environment and their
future classmates and parents can get to know one another. Older brothers and sisters are
welcome too.
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When your child has started school.

We believe that parents have a very important part to play in the process of
learning to read. Research has shown that a parent hearing a child read
regularly is the most important component in a child’s reading progress.

Your child will bring home books. Please encourage them by finding time to
listen and talk about what 1s happening in the story, pictures etc. We operate a
‘paired’ reading scheme, whereby the children take home reading books and
comments are written about it by both parents and teachers in the red Reading
Record book. Please sign the Reading Record book every time you hear your
child read. Do not become unduly concerned if your child does not progress
as quickly as another; comparisons like this can only be damaging to your
child’s confidence and all children progress at different rates.

We encourage children

to bring certain items to
school connected with
specific topics being studied
at the time. Don’t be surprised
if they come home asking for
something beginning with ‘b’,
or some food for the birds, or
a bicycle wheel! Your interest
and support are really valued
in this area.

Please be enthusiastic about
any ‘creations’ your child
may bring home. A display
of their works of art at home
can be encouraging.

e werm A1l wrarl taaather en that voL

It is important that during these early years we all work together so that your
children will be happy at school and gain the maximum benefit from the
various activities they follow.
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KS1 department

Reception Year

Infants may join the school in the

September of the school year in which

they are going to be five years old, and

will then have three years in the Infant
Department.

We admit the four year old children

into the Reception classes part time

during the Autumn Term and they attend

full time from half-term, or as soon as both
teachers and parents feel that they are

socially and emotionally able to cope

with a full school day. This is a valuable time
both for the teachers to get to know the child and
assess his/her ability and needs, and for the child
to become accustomed to school routines in small groups.

There will be an opportunity for the parents to meet with the teacher to discuss the Foundation
Stage Profile.

Foundation Stage
The Foundation Stage is the curriculum for children from the age of 3 to 5, before Key Stage 1.
The six areas of learning covered are:-

Personal, Social and Emotional development

Communication, Language and Literacy

Mathematical development (Problem-solving, reasoning and numeracy)

Knowledge and Understanding of the World

Physical Development

Creative Development

A record of each child’s development, based on observation across all these areas, provides a
picture of the whole child at the end of the Foundation Stage, when they leave the Reception
class.

Fruit in school

To promote healthy eating, mid-morning snacks must be fruit. Other
snacks are not permitted at this time. Parents may supply the fruit or
pay £1 per week, which is sufficient to provide a choice of apple,
banana or satsuma. KS1 pupils eat their fruit in the classroom during a
circle time and KS2 pupils after break.
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KS1 Department

Organisation
There are seven classes in the Infant Department. We have Teaching Assistants who
work in the central work area and also in

the classrooms. The work area is a very

important part of our Infant Department.

The activities can be structured to fit in with the topic
of the moment. These include art, science, maths,
sand and water play, imaginative role play,
construction kits, games and computer skills,
jigsaws, language and listening skills. We

have a number of parents who regularly

volunteer to help in the work area and with

cooking and sewing.

New volunteers are always welcome.

Helping in school

Extra help in school from parents/grandparents is always appreciated. Please see your
child’s teacher if you wish to help in school. It is necessary for those parents wishing to
support in school or on school outings to undergo a criminal record check.

Visiting School
If you bring in something for your child — please take it to the office. If you are late
arriving you must report to the office so that the registers can be altered.

Guidelines for Visitors to School
All visitors must report to the office.
If a visitor is to work or operate within the school they must wear a badge to identify
that they have signed in. Ideally all visitors will carry identity.
Teachers are often occupied with parents or staff after school hours as it is a busy time
at the end of the school day. If a parent/visitor wishes to see a teacher but they have
not previously made an appointment, they must wait at the office/reception area while
the teacher is sought. They will need to be asked what they wish to discuss with the
teacher in order that the teacher concerned is not placed in an awkward position. The
teacher may not be available at such short notice and consequently a future
appointment may need to be arranged.

These guidelines apply to visitors to the hut or on the playground.

Parents should wait for children outside the school as the cloakrooms become
obstructed which can cause delays and hazards in the event of an emergency.
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Letter Formation In School for Left-Handed Pupils
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Junior department organisation

The transition from KS1 to KS2 department is a natural and easy one, with a
continuation of certain schemes of work and a careful introduction of new
schemes and approaches. The children remain in mixed ability classes
throughout KS2, but are sometimes grouped by ability for mathematics
and/or English for part of each school day.

A combination of ability grouping and mixed ability teaching enables us to
provide for both the social and academic needs of the children. It encourages
a very flexible teaching approach, allowing for individual, group or class
teaching, depending on the demands of each learning situation and individual
attainment level and need. This year in Read Write Inc. classes and in maths
basics groups we have grouped pupils according to performance levels in
order to best match work to children’s attainment. As a result we have work-
ing groups comprised of children from different year groups. This has proved
to be an enormous success.

Discipline and behaviour policy

Although we do not have too many problems regarding poor behaviour, they
do arise from time to time and are dealt with according to our policy.
Children can earn rewards for good work and behaviour; at KS1 they are
given reward stickers and certificates and at KS2 and chance cards. Some
classes use ‘Golden Time’ as a special reward for good work or behaviour.
This involves children having special “free time” at the end of the week.
Please refer to the detailed policy at the end of this brochure for more
information.

Any pupil asked to stay at home for lunch should not return to school

until 12.45 p.m. or at a time agreed by the Headteacher
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The school day
In common with all State Schools the curriculum we follow is based on the National
Curriculum:-

Mathematics

English

Science

Religious Education

Information and Communication Technology
Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education
History

Geography

Physical Education

Music

Art & Craft

French (Upper Juniors)

Design Technology

The timetable varies throughout the week according to facilities
available, the subjects taught and the requirements of Assembly:-

KS1
Registration: 8.35 . , KS2
Lessons: 8.45 Registration: 835
Break: 9.45 Lessons: 8.45
Fruit Break: 10.00 Break: 9.45
Assembly (see below) 11.00 Fruit Break: 10.00
Lessons: Lessons: 10.00
Lunch: 11.50 Assembly: 11.25
Lessons: 12.50 Lunch: 11.50
Break: 1.55 Lessons: 12.50
Lessons: 210 Home: 2.50
Home: 2.40

KS1 and KS2 Whole School Assembly on a Monday — 11.00 a.m.
Infant Assembly is on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 11am and Friday at 10.05 a.m.
KS2 Assembly Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 11.30 a.m.
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Staff of the school

Senior Management and Extended Management Team

Mrs. J. Williams
Mrs. D. Hand

Mrs. S. Morgan

Mr. A. Paul
Mrs. C. David

Mrs. E. Bott

B. Ed. (Hons)

Cert.Ed.

B.A. (Ed.) Hons.
Dr.rer.nat P.G.C.E.

B.Ed. (Hons.)

Teaching Staff and Curriculum Leaders

Mrs. L. Norman
Mr. J. Henry
Miss. M. Murphy
Miss. J. Willis
Miss. M. Vidamour
Miss. K. Lane
Mrs. M. Brown
Miss. N. Lihou
Miss. P. Dale
Miss. A. Mills
Mrs. S. Miller

Ancillary Staff
Mrs. B. Pope
Mrs. R. Palzeaird
Mrs. A. MacKay
Mrs. D. Taylor
Mrs. A. Hicks
Mrs. M. Brittain
Mrs. M. Tuffield
Mrs S. Guilbert
Mrs. E. Allen
Mr. A. Bougourd

Cert. Ed.

Cert. Ed.

B.Ed. (Hons.) Science
B.Sc. (Hons.) QTS
B.A. (Hons.) P.G.C.E.
B.A. (Hons.)

B.Sc. (Hons.) P.G.C.E.

B.A.(Hons.) P.G.C.E.
B.Ed.

NNEB

Ancill. Cert.
Ancill. Cert.

Mr. D. Mitchell
Mr. J. Oswald

Headteacher, Child Protection Officer
Deputy Head, Literacy, L.S. Centre

KS1 Dep’t Leader, SENCO,
Child Protection

[.C.T., KS2 Dep’t Leader
Mathematics, Assessment/Data Analysis

Middle School Department Leader
Science, French

Geography

Music

Nurture and BESD
BESD/Art/Display

P.S.H.C.E.

Foundation Stage Co-ordinator
P.E.

Learning Support Service

Reception

Reception

KS2 Teaching Assistant

KS1 Teaching Assistant

Nurture Group Teaching Assistant
Administration Assistant
Administration Assistant
Teaching Assistant

Teaching Assistant

Caretaker

Caretaker
Caretaker
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Plan of the school
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Teaching methods

Much has been written recently regarding teaching methods and learning styles. Most
teachers adapt their styles and ideas according to the children they are teaching and
the subject matter that has to be taught. Whole class lessons may be quite appropriate
on many occasions, while group and individual tuition can be as effective or
necessary on others. Increasingly we are involving pupils in assessing their own work
and planning for future learning. This aspect is a feature of the Island-wide initiative
under the title of Assessment for Learning. We will also be focusing upon marking to
inform pupils and pupil self-assessment.

Curriculum organisation

With the National Curriculum, schools have structured their programmes of work
ensuring that all areas of study are covered adequately. In our experience some
subjects are best taught separately, such as maths and music, while others can happily
overlap such as English and history, science and geography. In this school, the staff
endeavour to provide a balanced curriculum, ensuring continuity from one year to the
next.

Although we make good use of published schemes such as Abacus (maths), we do not
use any scheme exclusively for general teaching, preferring to supplement the cores
with a variety of support material. We currently follow a Synthetic Phonics reading
programme throughout the school which is called Read Write Inc. and is written by
Ruth Miskin, a leading Educationalist. We have also adopted the maths system called
Numicon which develops skills and knowledge using ‘hands-on’ materials and which
are further embedded in the daily maths ‘Basics’, lessons.

We are introducing ‘The Big Write’ by Ros Wilson initiative to raise the standards of
writing in school and also to increase the children’s enjoyment of writing.

A large part of this work will be TALKING and your child will be given ‘Talk
Homework’ each week. This will inform and develop their independent writing. Ifa
child can’t say it - he or she can’t write it!

Over the past 2 years we have been developing a more creative curriculum and have
embarked on several large projects which have culminated in Open Days and
Evenings which we have all enjoyed immensely. These have been tremendously
successful and have been enthusiastically supported by our parents. We are hoping to
continue this approach and will be investigating ways to adopt this throughout the
year.




La Mare de Carteret Primary School

Where every child really mattews

Homework

We believe that school is the main place for children to
work on their academic subjects. Primary age children
who spend hours every night doing homework may not
only come to resent it but may also miss out on a
number of other activities which the school cannot
provide. Once children reach secondary school age,
with the pressures of exams, etc. then homework
becomes more essential. We would not want too much
homework to be given as the reason for not joining say,
the Brownies, Cubs, St. Johns, or Sea Scouts,
roller-skating, judo, dancing or piano lessons.

Primary school age is an ideal time for children to try out such activities.

Having said that, there is still a place for regular homework, both at KS1 and KS2 level.
Children will bring reading books home so that they can practise reading to you. They
may be asked to learn number bonds, their tables, spellings or to tell the time. They
may also be asked to find information, items or pictures, connected to a topic. Occa-
sionally a teacher will ask a class to complete a piece of work at home. All this will
give you an opportunity to be aware of the work they are doing and the progress they
are making. All pupils must have a burgundy reading book/homework bag avail-
able for  purchase from the school office. These must be brought to and from
school EVERY day.

Our advice to those parents who wish to help their children is to make learning at home
areally ‘fun’ time. This can be done in many ways as there are countless games
available which children love playing, especially if they can ‘beat’ Mum or Dad. Junior
Scrabble, Boggle, UNO, counting games, Numero, dice and board games on the Ludo
or Snakes and Ladders style, quiz games, junior darts, matching games are but a few, to
say nothing of the hundreds of computer games if you are lucky enough to own a
computer. Walks in different parts of the island can help to develop knowledge of
geographic features (cliffs, sand dunes ...) and local flora and fauna.

If you have any concerns about homework please don’t hesitate to contact the class
teacher or the Headteacher.

The Hidden Curriculum

There are many aspects of education which are not written into the academic
curriculum. These include training for self-discipline; encouraging good manners;
fostering a caring attitude; being tolerant of other people’s viewpoints; taking a pride in
one’s work, one’s appearance, one’s local environment and one’s school.
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Assembly

Assemblies are an important part of school life. As well as hearing stories and
singing, children are encouraged to take part, share their experiences, and have
their achievements acknowledged. It is a valuable time for both collective
worship and for learning from and about each other.

Special Needs

Children with special educational needs have the opportunity to be withdrawn
from their classes to work in small groups or on an individual basis with a
specialist teacher. Their progress is monitored to ensure that they return full time
to their class when appropriate.

All children from Reception to Year 6 are assessed at regular intervals so that
those needing special help can be targeted.

For children with a speech, sight, hearing or psychological problem we work
closely with the Speech Therapist, the Units for the Sight or Hearing Impaired and
with the Child Psychologist and Learning Support Teacher.

Class 7

This class was set up to support children who may find it a challenge to settle into
school life. The class takes a maximum of 12 children at any time; its aim is to
give children the time, skills and strategies to reintegrate successfully back into
class.

Physical Education

We operate a full and varied P.E. programme in
the school. We expect children to wear
appropriate clothing and they should have a
complete change of clothing for physical
activities.

For indoor work, the children are asked to wear
shorts and a coloured T-shirt in the house colours,
(available from the school office). The girls may
prefer to wear a leotard.

The children go bare footed for indoor
activities although some hall activities require
plimsolls. Trainers are worn for out

door games.
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Sports Kit and Clothing

When playing football, a complete change of strip is required including socks. Shirts and
shorts in school colours can be purchased from Podgers and Fletcher Sports. Junior boys
will require boots and ideally girls also should have boots. All should have proper game

socks and shin pads during the winter.

In the swimming season (May — October) the children are required to provide a suitable
costume, a swimming cap, which can be obtained at School and a towel or wrap. Please
ensure that these are taken home regularly for washing.

All personal items of clothing and bags must be clearly labelled.

The school will take all reasonable measures to prevent loss or damage to pupils’
property, but if something belonging to a pupil is lost, stolen or damaged on school
premises or during a school visit, the school does not accept responsibility for meeting

the cost of replacing the item.

Parents are advised to protect their children’s property through their own

household insurance.
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Parent/teacher co-operation

Parents’ Evening Twice a year, in the Autumn and Spring terms,
parents are invited to meet the teachers on a formal basis to
discuss the work and progress of the children.

School reports will be sent home at the end of the Summer Term.

Progress. Particular difficulties do arise from time to time, and
enquiries concerning the progress of any child will always be
welcomed.

Contact Parents are asked to contact teachers at the end of afternoon
school about any matters of a minor nature, rather than at the
beginning of the morning or at lunchtime.

More complex matters are best dealt with through the Headteacher
and by an appointment with the class teacher concerned.

Complaints of any nature should always be addressed directly to the
Headteacher. In the event of a problem remaining unresolved, the
proper procedure would be to seek an appointment and advice
from the Director of Education.

Should all other reasonable means fail, every parent has the right to
appeal to the Education Board through the Minister.
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Leave of absence during school term time

Under the Education (Guernsey) Law, 1970, the Education Council is
responsible for providing education for children between 5 and 15 years of
age (soon to be 19). It is the responsibility of the parents to ensure that their
children receive full-time education and, as far as possible, avoid any
disruption to that education.

Wherever possible absence during school term time should, therefore, be
avoided.

However, any essential absences for children of compulsory school age
should be covered in the following ways:-

5 days or less — permission from the Headteacher.

More than 5 days — written permission from the Director of Education,
P.O. Box 32, Grange Road, St. Peter Port.

(Children who are below legal school age require permission from the school
only, whatever the length of absence.)

Child protection

All Island schools are required to comply with the “Inter-Agency Guidelines
and Procedures for Child Protection” as laid down by the Guernsey Child
Protection Committee. Should any school suspect child abuse, the
Headteacher has an obligation to report such matters to the Services for
Children and Young People. They will then determine what action, if any,
should be taken.

Mrs Williams and Mrs Morgan are the Child Protection Officers in school.

E Safety...E Safety.....E Safety......E Safety

As you would protect your child in the real world, you will want to make sure
they are safe whatever they are doing. The internet is a wonderful resource
but be aware of the many DANGERS. Check www.thinkuknow.co.uk
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Clothing/school uniform

We have a school uniform which we expect children to
wear. Sweatshirts and polo shirts can be obtained
through school as can name-tag orders. We also sell
P.E. T-shirts in the House colours, although you will
need to collect an order form. Winter and summer
hats and swimming caps are also available. Podgers, and Shoestring supply
summer dresses, grey trousers and shorts. The wearing of school uniform
has a positive influence and we actively discourage “fashion” clothing or
sweatshirts, caps, trainers, etc that have large logos or colours that do not
comply with our school expectation.

Y)

Please note if you are experiencing financial difficulties you can contact the
Education Department Tel: 710821 Ext. 251 to enquire if you qualify for
assistance. You are not required to complete another application form for
this academic year, unless your financial circumstances have changed.

The wearing of jewellery is not permitted, as necklaces and rings are a
safety hazard during such activities as P.E. and Games. If your child
has pierced ears, we ask that he/she wears studs or sleepers. Dangling
ear-rings can be very dangerous. All such jewellery must be removed
for P.E./Games. KS1 pupils should have jewellery removed before they
come to school, if they have Games, P.E. or Swimming. If this is not
done, they must remove ear studs themselves.

It is useful for the KS2 children to have an old shirt or apron at school when
they are involved in activities such as art or design technology. Infants have
aprons provided

Shoes

Children are expected to wear black shoes without high heels, wedge or
thick soles, as such shoes have proved hazardous. Light trainers are
discouraged as they lack support and make feet very hot. Black trainer like
shoes can be purchased. If training shoes are worn when playing or for
sport, children are expected to change into school shoes for use indoors.
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Lost property

Although we endeavour to recover lost items, it sometimes proves an
impossibility. We never cease to be amazed at the number of valuable items such
as anoraks and trainers, often nearly new, that are never claimed. All clothing
should be clearly marked with the owner’s name, especially items of school
uniform.

All children must have a named bag which will hold their games’ kit. These
can be bought at the office.

Unmarked lost property may be found in the Junior Cloakroom or in the
Infant Cloakroom. Small items, such as watches, can be claimed from the
Office. The school will take all reasonable measures to prevent loss or damage to
pupils’ property, but if something is lost, stolen or damaged on school premises or
during a school visit, the school does not accept responsibility for meeting the cost
of replacing the item. Children should not bring valuable items or expensive
electrical equipment into school in case of loss or damage e.g. mobile phones,
electronic games, ‘ipods’ etc.

Lunchtimes

Limited facilities are available for children who need
to stay for lunch. We encourage pupils to go home for
lunch whenever possible and only expect them to stay
at school if there is a specific need.

Supervision by teachers and ancillary helpers is given in
the Lower Work Areas and on the playground for those
children who are staying for a lunchtime club, practice or
whose parents are not at home over the lunch hour.

A signed form should be returned to the school early in
the year requesting permission for children to stay for
lunch.

We reserve the right to exclude any child who is disruptive or finds it difficult
to cope with the long school day.

Provision can be made for Reception age children to stay at school for lunch

once they are full-time, although this can prove very tiring for them. We actually
prefer Reception children to go home for lunch to ease their transition into school
and to maintain the parental contact which is so important at this early stage.
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Health and Safety

Refreshments

Children have fruit for break from Reception up to Year 6. We expect each
pupil to bring a water bottle to drink from during the day. A named bottle
with a ‘sport’ lid would be much appreciated. There are chilled and filtered
water outlets available in school to replenish the water.

Medical information

The school is in constant touch with LUKIS HOUSE, the Centre

0 for the School Medical Services, and the School Nurse may be
called to the school at short notice if we feel it necessary. The
School Nurse has a confidential “drop in” session in school on the
first Tuesday of the month, no appointment is necessary. Please
feel free to see her for any advice.

Parents are responsible for maintaining good hair hygiene by
doing a regular check for head lice and treat any infestations. The School
Nurse is also available for advice on treatment.

A letter will then be sent out to alert all other parents if there is a problem in
a particular class. There is a medical register kept in school so that the
teachers are aware of any medical problems. Please inform the class teacher
if your child falls into this category.

The School Nurse provides selective Health Screening in the children’s
Reception year and also in Year 3. A Health Questionnaire will be sent to
parents giving them the opportunity to update any health concerns and
enabling them to have access to the Health Services. Parents can also request
a Health Review through the School Nurse.

Any health concerns will be duly followed up by the School Nurse as
necessary.

Screening tests for vision and hearing are carried out by the medical staff on
any children about whom parents or staff may be concerned.
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Health and Safety Continued

The Educational Psychologist visits the School from time to time to discuss
children who may have learning or behavioural difficulties. Thisis  un-
dertaken with parental co-operation.

The school cannot accept responsibility for
administering medicine to a child.

If medicine needs to be administered three times a day
this can be given at 8.00a.m., 3.00p.m. and just before
bed-time. Asthma inhalers must be clearly marked, and
a form completed giving up-to-date information on their use. They are kept
by the child or the teacher depending on the child.

Accidents at school are recorded and if any are of a serious nature, parents
are informed immediately. It is therefore important for the school to have
up-to-date phone numbers of the home and place of work of the parents.
Please provide a land line number as the cost of telephoning mobiles is
excessive and reduces the money we can spend on teaching resources.

Cycles and Safety
Children in Years 5 and 6 at KS2 are permitted to cycle to school providing
that:- (Q
« They have passed their Cycling Proficiency test if it can o0
y have p ycling y AR

be arranged. Xf
« You, as parents, believe them to be sufficiently 4
competent cyclists and accept full responsibility.

« You do not live close to the school e.g. Les Genats.

« Cycle sheds are available, and while we do our best to
supervise them, cycles are nevertheless left there at the
owner’s risk.
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Health and Safety

Accidents must be reported without undue delay.

Additional cover is invariably taken out for parties travelling abroad. Parents
are advised to insure items of school clothing, glasses/contact lenses, sports
equipment and cycles with their family policies. Neither the Education Council
nor the school has individual cover for such items.

Treatment Following Accidents at School

If a pupil is injured in an accident at school, the Education Department is
prepared to pay the cost of doctors’ examination and treatment up to a
maximum of £700. Payments made under this scheme are not an admission of
legal liability for the accident, and payment is subject to confirmation of the
accident by the school and the doctor.

=
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Absences

Please notify the school immediately when your child is unable to attend
school because of ill health or through other extenuating circumstances. If the
school does not receive such notification, you will be contacted on the first day
of any period of absence. This arrangement exists primarily to ensure the
safety of your child. When contacting the school regarding your child’s
absence please indicate the length of time that your child is likely to be away
from school.

Parents should note that if their child’s state of health prevents them from
attending school on a regular basis or over a prolonged period, a letter of
medical certificate from a medical practitioner will be required. Should
this situation apply to your child and a letter or medical certificate is not
supplied to the school, your child’s absence from school may be recorded as
“unauthorised”. Additionally, all late arrivals at school will require an
explanation.
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Children’s Dental Service

It is important that parents need to be aware that they should seek treatment
immediately after any accident, especially in the case of the pupil requiring
dental treatment. The Department will not meet the costs of any dental
treatment with a private dentist.

The Children’s Dental Service will offer emergency dental treatment and
follow-up dental care to a child injured at school provided the school makes
contact within 24 hours of the event. The follow-up treatment will continue
until the child is no longer in full-time education within the Bailiwick of
Guernsey, but will be confined to treatment which is necessary as a direct
result of the initial accident. The Children’s Dental Service will also see
those few cases where accidents have occurred outside of normal school
hours, but are incurred during after-school activities e.g. sports
competitions.

In the instance where an accident occurs during an after school

activity, the school should make the appointment with the

Dentist by contacting the Children’s Dental Service either on their direct
number 726638, or through the Princess Elizabeth Hospital switchboard on
725241. In this circumstance, it may be necessary for the parents to make the
appointment themselves and again they may do so by contacting the
Children’s Dental Service or in the event of serious injury taking the child to
A&E.
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ELIGIBITY CRITERIA FOR SUBSIDISED DENTAL TREATMENT

Children whose parents are in receipt of supplementary benefit
Parents of these children may contact the dental department direct.
They will need a letter from the Social Security Department
confirming they are in receipt of benefit.

Looked after children
Carers and foster parents may contact the department direct.

Dental Health Criteria
These children will need to be referred to the department:-
Child up to 4™ birthday: Cavities in any teeth
Children aged 4-5 years (up to 6" birthday): Cavities, 2 or more teeth

6 to 11 years (up to 12" birthday): Cavities in all 4 quadrants of the
mouth, or 5 or more teeth.

12 years and over: Gross decay (at least two surfaces) in 3 or more
adult premolars/molars.

Any child suffering from a medical condition where specialised dental
input, from dental practitioners experienced in dealing with
children, would be beneficial.
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Traffic

As there are over 800 pupils arriving on our campus each day, traffic can be a
problem, especially on wet days. We are fortunate to have the services of
Special Constables, who direct cars in and out of the School grounds, but we
ask all motorists to take extra care, to indicate their intentions clearly, to
observe the 10 m.p.h. sign, and be patient! Our caretakers requests should be
followed and we ask that you adhere to guidelines in order to maintain safety
standards. There 1s a school bus that runs daily from L’Islet to school, calling at
various housing estates and bus stops on the way to school. It leaves L’Islet at
8.05-8.20 (times approxi- mate).

Parking

On arriving, it is important, from the safety point of view, that children are
dropped off along the kerb by the Infants’ classrooms.
Cars can then do a U-turn around the playground to the
exit road. Unless a parent wishes to see a teacher, there
should be no need to park at all.

Please do not park or drop children off in areas marked for ‘Staff Only’ or in the
Secondary School Car Park. If you do need to park, please do so by the pergola
or by the far side of the Car Park.

As more parking is necessary at leaving times, this is permitted in the small
playground but please cross over to the pavement areas to collect your children.

PLEASE DO NOT DOUBLE PARK
OR
ABANDON CARS IN THE ROAD OUTSIDE SCHOOL.
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Clubs and after school activities

Extra curricular activities take place in
the lunch hours and also after school.
In the main, these take the form of
clubs which meet regularly, but
Eisteddfod and concert rehearsals are
also mainly held out of school hours.

Activities open to children may vary
from year to year depending on staff
and facilities available.

Children who are selected for various sports teams, - football,
netball, athletics, - will be expected to take part in training
sessions outside normal school hours.
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The Parent Teacher Association

The Association was formed in 1983 and all
parents and teachers are automatically members. A
new committee 1s elected each Autumn and
various events are organised through the year in
pursuit of its aims, which are to:-

«  Assist in the advancement of the education
of the children of the School by helping to
provide facilities that are not normally provided by the Education
Council.

.  Foster good relationships between the staff, parents and friends
associated with the school.

« Arrange family social events.

Fresh ideas and new faces are always welcome, so please give the
Association your support.

Useful telephone numbers

Education Office 710821
School Dental Clinic 726638
School Medical Services 724541
Schools Music Service 248260
Speech Therapy Clinic 710821
Orthoptic Clinic 710821

La Mare de Carteret Primary School 256521
Web site:- www.lamare-pri.sch.gg

School Office:- office@lamare-pri.sch.gg

It is useful to often refer to the school web-site, as regular updates ensure all
important dates and school information is available for parents. The Gallery
currently provides photographs of recent events and pupils’ work.

Remember www.lamare-pri.sch.gg



http://www.lamare-primary.sch.gg/
mailto:office@lamare-pri.sch.gg
http://www.lamare-primary.sch.gg/
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201071 2011 Calendar

Autumn Term 2010-2011

Wed 1st September Term Begins (Staff Only)
Thurs 2nd September ~ Term Begins (Students)
25th - 29th October Half Term

Fri 17th December Term Ends

Provisional Calendar for Spring Term 2011

Wed 5" January Term Begins (Staff Only)
Thurs 6™ January Term Begins (Students)
21st - 25" February Half Term

Fri 8th April Term Ends

Summer Term

Tues 26" April Term Begins (Staft Only)
Wed 27" April Term Begins (Students)
Mon 2nd May May Day Holiday

Mon 9th May Liberation Day

30th May - 3rd June  Half-Term

Friday 22nd July Term Ends

School Music Service

All children in Year 1 and Year 3 are given a Music Test and those who
show above average musical potential are given the chance to learn an
instrument under the guidance of the teachers in the Peripatetic Music
Service. Some children in Year 2 may also have the chance to learn the
violin.
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APPENDIX
A Positive Discipline and Behaviour

Policy

A Guide for Parents

The goals of any discipline policy must be towards:
*self control

*respect for the rights of others
*co-operation
*fairness and honesty

*higher self-esteem

A Plan of Action must:

*have a whole school approach
*be fair
*be consistent
*cultivate strong self-discipline
*have parental support

*have a structure of easily understood procedures
Rules must:
*emphasise the positive

*be looked on as logical guidelines rather than as arbitrary restrictions

*be as few as necessary
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The following suggested rules (guidelines) are placed at various
points around the school

At Assembly times we sit and listen quietly.

We must be courteous to others at all times.

When it is fine we go outside to play during breaktimes and lunchtimes.

When it is wet we stay quietly in our classrooms.

We must walk quietly through the School.

On staircases and corridors we keep to the left.

At break times we walk in and out of school in an orderly manner.
We wait until the bell goes before entering the school.
We use only our designated entrance.
We must observe the rota for the use of the climbing frames.
We must play in our designated area.
We must always use the bins for our litter.
We must only play ball games in the proper area.

We must observe and respect ‘Children’s Rights at Playtimes’.
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Code of Conduct
It is expected that each child:-
*will treat others as they would like to be treated.
*will be responsible for his or her behaviour and safety.
*will respect other people and their property.
*will not linger in the toilets, cloakrooms or anywhere indoors.
*will stay in the designated play areas
*will walk into school quietly when the bell rings.

Consequences
Children who break the Code of Conduct will be liable to the following consequences:

‘Time Out’ (to be seated on an isolation bench by the Hut, length of time to be
decided by staff on duty).

If any child displays Severe Behaviour Problems (see Discipline Policy) they will:-
be brought immediately to Head, Deputy Head or Department Leader

have their name and the offence recorded in the incident book
may subsequently miss playtime/lunch break.

Parents of children who persistently misbehave in
the lunch hour maybe asked to make other lunchtime
arrangements for them.
We will inform parents by letter if their child does not
conform at lunch-time.
After the third warning in a term, the pupil will be asked to
g0 elsewhere for lunch for a designated period.
It is expected that a pupil does not return until 12.45 p.m.
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Severe Behaviour Problems
There will always be a few children who on occasion will have a severe behaviour problem.
These can be classified as:-

*Hitting or kicking another pupil

*Damage to property

*Insolence, answering back or verbally abusing a member of staff
*Bullying or threatening another pupil

*Failing to obey a teacher’s requests

*Throwing stones or actions that will endanger others

*Persistent disruption to classroom lessons.

Whenever such behaviour occurs, the Head must be informed and the name of
the offender, the offence, the date, time and place should be recorded.
Following discussion with the offender and attempts to modify the behaviour
pattern and initial loss of privileges, the offender will be given only one
chance to improve.

If a second offence occurs the child’s parents will receive a pro-forma letter, explaining the of-
fence and the action the school will take.

Reward points for Junior Children
We have introduced a system of rewards for children who respond positively to the guidelines.

In the Infants there is a reward card system and upper juniors have a ‘chance card’ system. When an
Infant has filled the card they receive a “gold” certificate and start again. Infants receive special
stickers as a reward for good behaviour and good work.

‘Golden Time’ has been introduced into some year groups to reward pupils for good work, behaviour
or attitude. This enables pupils to have a brief “free time” when they select an activity of their choice.

School Council

In 2002 the School Council was formed to empower the children to have a say in what happens
within school. Every September a new Council is elected with a representative from each class —
from Reception to Year 6. Over the years the Council has been involved
in selecting new climbing frames, new taps in the toilets, Year 6 toilets
redecorated, raised money for various charities and has improved condi-
tions within school. In the recent Validation Inspection the School Council
was highly praised for its contribution to the life of the school and the way
in which it is organised to include the whole school.
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The previous rules (guidelines) are common sense and the majority of
children will have no difficulty complying with them most of the time.
Occasional lapses can be dealt with by a quiet reprimand from a teacher, but
persistent offenders will have to be dealt with more formally.

Children who persistently ignore the guidelines should be aware that the consequences of
their actions will be a removal of privileges. This should be easily enforceable and
appropriate.

Children who present serious behaviour problems will initially also have to be dealt with
by removal of privileges.

The Infants have an allocated area in the playground and their own set of apparatus.
Year 1 and Reception have enclosed “safe play” areas which are used regularly.

Children’s Rights at Breaktimes
After consultations with the children of the school the following document was drawn up

At Breaktimes each child should:-
*feel safe and secure at all times.

*be allowed to play in certain areas at certain times according to the map and rotas.
*be allowed to go to the toilet at any time during break.

*be able to talk to staff on duty at any time during break.

Golden Rules

We follow a set of Golden Rules which are
shared with the children and displayed
throughout the school.
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SCHOOL NURSING SERVICE
School nurses are registered nurses specialising in all aspects of child health and are
employed by the Board of Health, their service is free and confidential. They work in
close liaison with other professionals in the health service, other agencies involved with
the care of children and education. School Nurses are an excellent source of useful
information on health, contact numbers and advice. Both parents and teachers can
access their services directly if they have concerns about a child’s health.

Every school on the island has a designated School Nurse who visits regularly and
carries out any routine health screening as well as hearing, vision or health checks
requested by teachers or parents. Schools have a ‘Drop in’ session once a month where
pupils and staff can consult the School Nurse regarding any worries or queries they may
have about ‘anything’.

School Nurses are available every weekday during term time at:
Lukis House, The Grange, Tel No: 725241 9.00 a.m. — 5.00 p.m.
The School Secretary can inform you of your school nurses name
or just ring to find out. Any health issue discussed is done so
with complete confidentiality, however any issues or disclosures
that raise concerns about any child’s safety will be passed on to
the appropriate agencies.

School Nurses are also available for Health Promotion talks and
assist teachers with various presentations in line with Education’s
PHSE and Citizenship curriculum.They run clinics/groups for
enuresis (bedwetting), behavioural problems, and healthy lifestyle
issues please contact them for more information.

HEAD LICE — School Nurses do not do routine head

inspections. Research has shown this does not help eradicate the

problem. We have to stress that it is the parents responsibility to check heads regularly
every week and treat when necessary. We recommend ‘WET COMBING’ as the
method of checking whether live lice are present. Wash the hair normally with
shampoo then apply conditioner. Leaving the conditioner in (this makes the hair
slippery and difficult for the lice to hold on to), comb through the hair in sections with a
fine toothed nit comb and wiping it regularly on a white tissue you will see if there are
any lice. With long hair it is a good idea to comb through with a normal comb first to
remove any tangles. Rinse off the conditioner when the combing is complete. If you
find live lice then you need to treat with a Head Lice Lotion which you can obtain from
your local Chemist. Parents are responsible for obtaining it themselves, any problems
with financing this, your School Nurse can advise. They no longer hold a stock of
lotion.
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The details in this booklet are not intended to create
contractual relationships, but are to serve as a guide and may be
varied in the light of changing circumstances.

A Final Thought .........

Children learn what they live.
If a child lives with criticism,
He learns to condemn.

If a child lives with hostility,
He learns to fight.

If a child lives with ridicule,
He learns to be shy.

If a child lives with shame,
He learns to feel guilty.

If a child lives with tolerance,
He learns to be patient.

If a child lives with encouragement,
He lives with confidence
If a child lives with praise,
He learns to appreciate.

If a child lives with fairness,
He learns justice.

If a child lives with security,
He learns to have faith.

If a child lives with approval,
He learns to like himself.




